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Abstract

A Study on the Social Background of Philippine English:

Its Implications for Korean Society

Kim, Dae Yong*

This paper is to consider the educational and social background of Philippine English in
order to cope with the opinion that English must be new official language in Korea. This
insistence is almost based on economic reason. Some people take up the position that there
is unlimited struggle in the age of globalization and we should speak English as a official
language because English is a world language.

The Philippines government says the Philippines is the third largest English-speaking
country in the world. Even though English is not their native language, many Filipinos can
speak English fluently. In addition to the fact that English is the most important subject in
schooling, it depends on her social background that many Filipinos still have the colonial
mentality until now because the Philippines has not gotten out of the colonial domination
completely. Language is not a single instrument of communication but the accumulation of
culture and nationality. English is the basic cause that many Filipinos are in utter confusion
in the aspect of national identity.

We can receive the implications through the Philippines that English is not the driving
force of international competitiveness. The Philippines has so many English-speaking people,
what is more, she has abundant natural resources and many wonderful tourist attractions. But
she is a very poor country and it is difficult to say how her future will turn out. We are
currently emphasizing English, then again we are more and more ignoring our Mother tongue.
This paper suggests that we should reexamine a subject of national identity in connection with

our English language teaching.

Key words: Colonial Mentality, English Language Teaching, Globalization, National Identity,
the Mother Tongue, an Official Language, Philippine English

* Chungbuk National University



